A poster from the early 1930s
“Our era calls - forward! The five year plan calls - forward!”
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Stalin propaganda poster. It reads "Beloved Stalin - happiness of the people"
[image: Stalin propaganda poster. It reads "Beloved Stalin - happiness of the people"]
1. What is the message of each of the two posters above? Why was it necessary to portray such a message in the era of the Five Year Plans?


Results of the Five Year plans up to 1937
	
	1927
	1932
	goal
	1937
	goal

	Electricity(m kWh)
	505
	1,340
	2,200
	3,620
	3,800

	Coal (m tonnes)
	35.4
	64.3
	75
	128
	152.5

	Oil (million tonnes)
	11.7
	21.4
	22
	28.5
	46.8

	Iron ore (m tones)
	5.7
	12.1
	19
	?
	?

	Pig iron (m tones)
	3.3
	6.2
	10
	14.5
	16

	Steel (million tonnes)
	4.0
	5.9
	10.4
	17.7
	17

	Labour force (m tonnes)
	11.3
	22.8
	15.8
	26.9
	28.9



2. What are the values and limitations of these statistics to historians studying the FYPs?
[bookmark: p585]The opinion of a British "Left"-reformist magazine, Forward expressed in September 1932: 
"Nobody can fail to notice the enormous amount of building work that is going on. New factories, new picture-houses, new schools, new clubs, new big blocks of tenements, everywhere new buildings, many completed, others with scaffolding. It is difficult to convey to the mind of the British reader exactly what has been done, and what is being done. It has to be seen to be believed. Our own wartime efforts are flea-bites to what has been done in Russia. Americans admit that even in the greatest rush days in the West there could have been nothing like the feverish building activity that is going on in Russia today. One sees so many changes in the Russian scene after two years that one gives up trying to imagine what Russia will be like in another 10 years. . . . So dismiss from your heads the fantastic scare stories of the British press that lies so persistently, so contemptibly about Russia, and all the half truths and misconceptions that are circulated by the dilettante intelligentsia that look at Russia patronizingly through middle-class spectacles without having the slightest understanding of what is going on. . . . Russia is building up a new society on what are, generally speaking, fundamentally sound lines. To do this it is taking risks, it is working enthusiastically with an energy that has never been seen in the world before, it has tremendous difficulties inseparable from this attempt to build up socialism in a vast, undeveloped country isolated from the rest of the world. But the impression I have, after seeing it again after two years, is that of a nation making solid progress, planning, creating, constructing in a way that is striking challenge to the hostile capitalist world." 
3. With reference to the origins and purpose of the above source what are its values and limitations for historians studying the FYPs?
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