War Communism and NEP – A comparison

	
	War Communism
	NEP

	Dates
	1918-1921
	1921 – 1927

	Circumstance introduced
	During Civil War
	Towards end of Civil War after the Kronstadt Mutiny

	Aims
	To feed the urban workers and the Red army
Ideological – prevent profits from made by peasants.
Overall aim was to have enough food for army and cities to be able to win the war
	To increase food production
To stop dissent

	Main clauses
	The state seized control of all war industries, steel, armaments etc. so everyone was employed by the state in those industries. 
More importantly there were grain requisitions meaning that the state took food of the peasants. The men who did this were brutal.


	Under the new economic policy an element of private enterprise was introduced. A certain amount of food was paid for at a level by the state, and famers were allowed to sell the rest on the free market. Now in theory (and practise) this gave a great incentive to produce more food for the peasants, since they kept the extra. 

	Success?
	The farmers were often left  with nothing to eat, and an artificial famine occurred, villages that resisted the policy were wiped out by the Red Army or Airforce 

This food was used to feed the urban population, since it was the Proletariat not the Peasant who was supposed to be the main beneficiary of Communism, Marx once said that peasants were the "backwater of history", meaning they would actively work against any work towards a communist victory, despite what the hammer and sickle represents, there was little unity between peasant and industrial workers, one group and paid a terrible price to feed another.
	Most of the food past through the hands of private traders (Nepmen), who gained considerable wealth through buying grain from peasants at a lower price than they actually sold it on for on the open market, these Nepmen were seen as "class enemies", while the peasants who were able to make more food, and so get more money were called KULAKS - literally tight-fisted.
Anyways there was other significant liberalization of the system, however the traditional party distrust of the peasants was enforced as the peasants started to horde their foodstuffs. The state had given them a low price for what they took, and they were betting if they horded the price would go up, then they could sell and have a better life, They were the fortunate ones, the unfortunate peasants were barely able to meet their quotas let alone produce extra to sell on later.

	Why ended
	Because of the famine and the Kronstadt Naval Mutiny of 1921
	Stalin eventually end this is favour of a more ideologically correct system



