Stalin’s manipulations of the Politburo 1924-7
1. Failure to inform Trotsky of the correct day for Lenin’s funeral
2. Stalin, Kamenev and Zinoviev unite against Trotsky 1924
Issue – loyalty to Leninism and for his views on world revolution.
In 1925 Trotsky denounced K and Z for questioning Lenin’s decision in October 1917 in his essay Lessons of October.
Trotsky was force to resign as Commissar for War. 
3. Stalin switched allegiance to the right of the party and aligned himself with Bukharin and Rykov 1925.
Issue – NEP.
Stalin and the right supported it saying it was still necessary. K and Z said it was capitalism. 
K and Z tried to revive the Testament at the party congress so Stalin used Trotsky’s criticism of them to discredit them. He used allies to support him. 
Trotsky was removed from the Politburo in 1926
4. Trotsky united with Kamenev and Zinoviev against Stalin – The United Opposition.
Issue – Stalin’s manner of ruling
K and Z were expelled from the Politburo in 1927 and all three from the party in 1928. 
5. Stalin formed the Right Opposition against Bukharin
Issue – agriculture. Stalin now went against NEP and favored collectivization. The Right claimed it would split the peasantry and do harm to production. Stalin accused them of capitalism – exactly what K and Z had accused him of. 
Stalin managed to manipulate votes at the next Central Committee elections and so get his supports elected. 
 
